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In the News
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• Trump supporters stormed Congress and several 

state capitols around the country

• Why? They believe that Biden stole the election

• Why yesterday? Congress was certifying the election 

results

• After Congress was cleared, Congress certified Joe 

Biden the winner of the election

What Happened Yesterday?
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• What occurred was a coordinated insurrection

• In political science we would not technically call it a 

coup, despite President Trump’s role in inciting the 

uprising

• A coup implies the participation of the military in 

overthrowing the government

• Though the law enforcement response to the 

insurrection was lacking, the military did not support 

it

How Should We Think About It?
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• There are a lot of unanswered questions

• Why wasn’t law enforcement ready and able to stop 

them?

• Why were there so few arrests?

– 52 arrested as well as two journalists

• By contrast, hundreds were arrested at the peaceful 

protests against the Kavanaugh confirmation

How Should We Think About It?
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• President-elect Biden will be sworn in January 20th

• VP Pence could invoke the 25th Amendment to 

remove Trump from office

– Would require a majority of the cabinet’s support

• Congress could also impeach him

– This is the only route that would prevent him from 

running in 2024

• The most likely outcome is Congress will do nothing

What’s Next?
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25th Amendment Seems Unlikely

link: https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/07/us/politics/pence-opposes-invoking-25th-amendment.html

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/07/us/politics/pence-opposes-invoking-25th-amendment.html


The Invisible Primary

12/58

Hale

Impeachment Was Proposed

link: https://twitter.com/IlhanMN/status/1346934098384793606

https://twitter.com/IlhanMN/status/1346934098384793606
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Some Republicans Are Trying to Deflect

link: https://twitter.com/Mr_Berman/status/1347020289947947008

https://twitter.com/Mr_Berman/status/1347020289947947008
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But Even Some Democrats Are Hesitant

link: https://twitter.com/tough_schmidt_/status/1346961251507826688

https://twitter.com/tough_schmidt_/status/1346961251507826688
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Today, House Dems Adjourned

link: https://twitter.com/jbendery/status/1347194604970536962

https://twitter.com/jbendery/status/1347194604970536962
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And So Did the Senate GOP

link: https://twitter.com/jbendery/status/1347194604970536962

https://twitter.com/jbendery/status/1347194604970536962
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Some House Dems Pushed Back

link: https://twitter.com/IlhanMN/status/1347265029352075265

https://twitter.com/IlhanMN/status/1347265029352075265
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And Dem Leaders Are Shifting

Link: https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/pence-pelosi-trump-impeachment-b1784118.html

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/pence-pelosi-trump-impeachment-b1784118.html
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Remember What I Said About Partisanship on Tuesday?
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The Invisible Primary
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• This is an unofficial part of the presidential candidate 

nominating process that starts long before voting begins

• This process determines which candidates are “viable” and 

which will likely fizzle out

• In order to compete in the invisible primary, candidates must 

win over:

– Members of Congress

– Party activists

– Donors

– Party elites

– Media figures

The Invisible Primary
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• Primary campaigns are expensive

• The primary calendar is front-loaded

The Invisible Primary Is Increasingly Important
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Image source: NYT
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This doesn’t even include PAC spending!
Image source: MarketWatch
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• Why is the campaign more expensive?

– Candidates spend a lot of money on paid media

– Primary candidates increasingly have professional campaign 

organizations

• Candidates must spend a LOT of time fundraising

– Unless they are independently wealthy!

– For most candidates, this means lots (and LOTS) of fundraisers 

and courting interest groups

• Time spent fundraising is time off the campaign trail!

– This highly incentivizes big fundraising before the campaign 

starts

• Helped Clinton (1992), Dole (1996), Gore (2000), Bush 

(2000), Kerry (2004), Clinton (2016)

The Consequences of an Expensive Primary
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Source: 

Aldrich, John (2009)
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2020 Is Even More Frontloaded

Image source: CNBC
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• Why is the campaign more frontloaded?

– State parties want to influence the nomination

– State parties want national attention from candidates

– After Iowa, New Hampshire, Nevada, and South Carolina, 

16 states/territories go on the earliest possible date: Super 

Tuesday

• Why does this matter?

– The campaign matters less. Early wins often set a narrative

– A candidate who sweeps Super Tuesday generally has a 

big lead and goes on to win the nomination. 

• True in: 2016 (D, R), 2012 (R), 2008 (R), 2004 (D)

• Not true in: 2008 (D)

The Consequences of a Frontloaded Primary
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The Party Decides?
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• The Party Decides is a 2008 book by four political scientists 

• The central argument is that American parties are strong, and 

thus able to ensure nominations in line with the interests of 

party actors

• Who composes a party, per The Party Decides?

– Politicians

– Activists

– Interest groups

– Donors 

• NOT just “the establishment”

The Party Decides
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Parties Form a “Long Coalition”

• What kinds of issues might cause groups to defect 

from one coalition to another?

– Can we think of historical examples?

• Why might it be worth it for a group to remain in a 

coalition despite tensions with other groups?
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• Elected officials and party operatives are definitely “the 

party”…

• … but so are interest groups, media organizations, organizers, 

etc.

• Party nominees for decades have usually been broadly 

acceptable to party actors

• What do parties care about?

– Winning elections (“electability”)

– Passing policy they prefer (“ideological fit”)

Party Actors
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• What do parties look for in a nominee?

• Fundraising capacity

• Evidence of ability to campaign

• Existing relationships with party actors

– Hence the general preference for “insiders” over “insurgents”

• Existing popularity with voters

• Ideological preferences in line with party actors

Party Goals in a Nominee
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Electability Does Not Equal Moderation!

Image source: Utych, Stephen (2019)
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• Endorsements are a good measure of party support for 

candidates

• If the authors are right, and American parties are strong, 

candidates with big endorsement leads should be more likely 

to win nominations

• EXPLORE: https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/2016-

endorsement-primary/

The Evidence

https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/2016-endorsement-primary/
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• 2016 (D):

• 2012 (R):

Examples For:

Sources: FiveThirtyEight, Wikipedia
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2016: An Example Against

Source: FiveThirtyEight
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2008: What Happens When 

the Party Doesn’t Decide?
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• Sometimes the party does not clearly decide on a candidate in 

the invisible primary

• In 2008, Hillary Clinton was the clear endorsement leader… 

but she was nowhere near as dominant as previous nominees 

like Gore (2000) or Carter (1980)

• Obama ran a successful insurgent campaign, but did so while 

appealing to the party’s goals of “ideological fit” and 

“electability”

What Happened in 2008?



The Invisible Primary

42/58

Hale

Clinton’s 2008 Endorsements in Context
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• Early wins in Iowa and South Carolina

• Fundraising on par with Clinton

• Campaigned against the Iraq War (a popular position with the 

party base!)

• Successfully used the rules of the primaries and caucuses to 

his advantage

– We will discuss this more in a later class!

• He had a strong electability case

How Did Obama Do It?
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“Ideological Fit”
• Clinton & Obama agreed on almost every issue… but he 

hammered her for supporting the Iraq War
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“Electability”
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Invisible Primary Fundraising
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• With the party not deciding, and two evenly matched 

candidates, the campaign was long and drawn-out

• The similar platforms of the two candidates made the 2008 

campaign largely a contrast of the candidates’ style and 

personalities

• While 2016 often gets remembered as a uniquely bitter 

primary (on both sides!), the 2008 Democratic primary should 

not be forgotten on this count!

A Fiercely Fought Campaign
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2008: Clinton on Obama
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2008: Obama on Clinton
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2016: What Happens When 

the Party Doesn’t Decide?
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In 2016, the Democratic Party “Decided”

Source: FiveThirtyEight
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The GOP Did Not

Source: FiveThirtyEight
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• Outsiders were popular among GOP voters

Why Did the GOP Fail to Stop Trump?
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• The party didn’t coordinate around another candidate

Why Did the GOP Fail to Stop Trump?

Source: FiveThirtyEight
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• Marco Rubio suffered in a key debate, did poorly in early states

Why Did the GOP Fail to Stop Trump?
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• Ted Cruz was strongly disliked by many in the establishment

Why Did the GOP Fail to Stop Trump?
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• Jeb Bush spent massively, but his campaign flopped

Why Did the GOP Fail to Stop Trump?
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Tuesday: Caucuses & 

Primaries


