
May 30, 2019

POL 147C: French Politics

Isaac Hale

Spring 2019

The 2019 European Union Election



EU Election 2019

2/35

Hale

1. What is the EU?

2. EU Election Basics

3. EU Election 2019

4. The EU Election & French Politics

Outline



EU Election 2019

3/35

Hale

What is the EU?



EU Election 2019

4/35

Hale

• Following two world wars, Europe was devastated

• The Council of Europe was founded in 1949 to unite 

Europe

• An early version of the EU began in 1957 with the 

Treaty of Rome

• Over time countries were added

• Today the EU consists of 28 member states

A Little Bit of History
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Image source: Wikipedia
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• A single internal market

• A customs union

• Freedom of movement

• United front in foreign relations

• 18/28 countries are in the Eurozone

• Preventing intra-EU military conflict

Core Elements of EU Membership
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Image source: https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/eu-in-brief_en

War & Peace

https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/eu-in-brief_en
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Image source: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/unitedstates/en/eu-us-relations/the-eu-institutions

The Legislative Process

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/unitedstates/en/eu-us-relations/the-eu-institutions
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Image source: https://europeanwesternbalkans.com/2019/01/14/elections-european-parliament-whats-store-

eu-western-balkans/

https://europeanwesternbalkans.com/2019/01/14/elections-european-parliament-whats-store-eu-western-balkans/
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Election Context
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8 Party Groups of the EU
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Image source: https://europeelects.eu/european-union/

https://europeelects.eu/european-union/


EU Election 2019

14/35

Hale



EU Election 2019

15/35

Hale

• France, and many other countries, use PR to pick their 

Members of the European Parliament (MEPs)

• Votes are made for party lists. These lists can be either 

closed or open.

• Proportional representation can be national (M=S), as in 

Spain or Germany in EU elections

• Often PR is districted, as in France or the UK

• Electoral formulas are used to allocate seats proportionally

What Is Proportional Representation (PR)?
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EU Election 2019
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• The EPP + the S&D lost their combined majority for 

the first time

– A realignment in EU politics?

• It was a good election for:

– The far-right

– The center (ALDE)

– The Greens

• Why did the ALDE do well? Largely due to an infusion 

of new votes from Macron’s new party! 

Takeaways
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France & the EU Election
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• France’s story is like the rest of the EU: 

– The traditional center-right and center-left are 

collapsing

– The far-right, the center, and greens are taking 

their place

• Macron is tremendously unpopular

– Surveys place him between -36% and -47% 

approval

– For comparison, polls put Trump’s approval 

between -7 and -19%

The French Election Results
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National
Party

2017 FR 
vote %

2019 EU 
vote %

Vote Swing

RN (Le Pen) 13 23 +10

REM (Macron) 32 22 -10

Green 4 13 +9

Republican 22 8 -13

Socialist 10 6 -3

LF (Mélenchon) 11 6 -5

*Round 1

What Changed?
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• YES: they have the same main parties

• YES: the EU and immigration were at the center of 

both elections

• NO: they use different electoral systems

• NO: the legislative bodies & issue areas are too 

different

Can We Compare These Elections?
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Image source: https://news.yahoo.com/macron-may-lost-eu-vote-070518256.html

https://news.yahoo.com/macron-may-lost-eu-vote-070518256.html
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National
Party

2014 EU 
vote %

2019 EU 
vote %

Vote Swing

RN (Le Pen) 25 23 -2

ALDE (Macron) 10 22 +12

Green 9 13 +4

Republican 21 8 -13

Socialist 14 6 -8

LF (Mélenchon) 7 6 0

A Different Comparison
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• Why is the EU so controversial now? It’s not new!

• Eurosceptics (like Le Pen) make many critiques

• Loss of national sovereignty

– Consider: Greek crisis

• Opposition to neoliberal politics of governing parties

• Opposition to freedom of movement/immigration

The Backlash to the EU
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Image source: https://tinyurl.com/y2avkua2

https://tinyurl.com/y2avkua2
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It Could Be More Chaotic!
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National
Party

2014 EU 
vote %

2019 EU 
vote %

Vote Swing

Brexit 27 31 +4

Liberal Democrat 7 20 +13

Labour 25 14 -9

Green 8 12 +4

Conservative 23 9 -14

SNP 2 4 +1

The EU Election in the UK
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Q&A


